
ZWICKAU DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
Robert-Müller-Straße 4–8 ▪ 08056 Zwickau ▪ Telephone: +49 (0) 375 4402-0 ▪ Website: www.landkreis-zwickau.de

Information sheet from the Citizens’ Service Department of the Zwickau District 
Office regarding the declaration of commitment for temporary stays

What are you committing to?
Anyone who makes a declaration of undertaking to the Immigration Authority in accordance with Sections 66 and 68 of the Residence 
Act (AufenthG) is obliged to bear all costs that may be incurred by the public authorities in connection with the stay within a period of five 
years. This applies in particular to the guest’s accommodation and meals, as well as to medical care in the event of illness and where 
care is required. Liability for costs also covers the costs of departure and – if necessary – the carrying out of a deportation. The 
declaration of undertaking is not invalidated by the granting of a humanitarian residence permit, nor by recognition under asylum law 
(Sections 3 and 4 of the Asylum Act (AsylG)). Those making the undertaking cannot subsequently be released from the obligation they 
have entered into.

If your guest is able to support themselves, a declaration of commitment is not required under any circumstances. The submission of a 
declaration of commitment is not a prerequisite for the acceptance of a visa application.

What else should be noted?
Hosts must have their main residence in the district of Zwickau. If the hosts are legal entities, the company’s registered office must 
be located in the district of Zwickau.
Guarantors who are foreign nationals must hold a German residence permit
which is valid for at least another nine months (the following are not considered residence permits for this purpose: provisional 
residence permit, temporary leave to remain, authorisation to remain).
The issue of a declaration of undertaking is subject to the guarantor having sufficient creditworthiness to actually fulfil the liability 
assumed (see below for the creditworthiness calculation).
The guarantor must appear in person to submit the declaration of undertaking.

As an employee, you can generally only submit the declaration of commitment once you have successfully completed your 
probationary period.

As part of the visa application process, the visitor must provide evidence of adequate health insurance cover to the German Embassy.

The administrative fee is 29.00 euros (Section 47(1)(12) of the Residence Regulation (AufenthV)). This fee is payable even if the 
assessment reveals that the guarantor’s creditworthiness is insufficient.

Where is the application processed and how long does it take?
You can submit the declaration of commitment at any citizen service centre of the Zwickau District Office.
Information on contact details, availability and opening hours can be found atwww.landkreis-zwickau.de/offnungszeiten . The 
processing time is between 3 and 5 working days.

How does the procedure work?

1. The documents can be submitted in person at the Citizens’ Service Centre. The review of the 
documents and processing take approximately 3–5 working days.

2. You can also complete the application form online at: www.landkreis-zwickau.de/formcycle2/form/provide/452/.

Using this form, you can upload all the documents required for the credit assessment, in addition to providing the necessary 
details. You will receive a confirmation of receipt and an email notifying you when the process has been completed.

Subscribe to DeepL Pro to translate larger documents.
Visit www.DeepL.com/pro for more information.
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What documents need to be submitted?
The documents listed here represent the standard requirements. In individual cases, further documents may be required.
The documents must be submitted in their original form.
For married couples, it is recommended that proof of the other spouse’s income is also provided, as this must be taken into account as a 
maintenance obligation if the net income is too low.

The following must be submitted in all cases: • An identity card or passport, together with a registration certificate or a
valid residence permit valid for at least nine months or a settlement permit

• Documents relating to maintenance payments (for example, to a divorced spouse)
• Proof of private health and pension insurance, as well as the associated costs

For employees: • Pay slips for the last three months Self-employed 

persons: • Latest tax assessment notice
• Business analysis (BWA) for the last three months, certified by a tax adviser, or a profit 

and loss account certified by a tax adviser
• In addition, sole traders, companies, associations or self-employed individuals 

acting as guarantors must provide a business registration certificate or extracts 
from the commercial or associations register.

Pensioners: • Current pension notice

How is creditworthiness assessed?
A declaration of commitment can only be issued if the applicant is able to meet the commitment undertaken from their own income 
or other personal funds within Germany.
The applicant successfully demonstrates their financial standing by providing evidence of earned income if

- the portion of earned income that is subject to attachment under Section 850c of the Code of Civil Procedure (ZPO) amounts, for 
each adult guest, to half the standard subsistence allowance and – in the case of accompanying children – to a quarter of the 
standard subsistence allowance per child.

Examples of the required net income for stays of up to 90 days:
(excluding contractual liabilities – for example, loan repayments)

Number of guestsNumber of 
maintenance 
obligations 1 adult 2 adults 1+1 child

0 €1,990 €2,400 €2,200

1 €2,750 €3,310 €3,030

2 €3,230 €3,930 €3,580

3 €3,790 €4,730 €4,260

Different calculation bases apply to longer-term stays (e.g. study, language courses, etc.).

The thresholds for exemption from attachment are set every two years by the Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer 
Protection. The standard rates for covering living expenses are revised annually.
The above examples are valid from 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2029.
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